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November 27, 2007 

 

I saw this picture while walking down Euston Street in London, England on November 
6, 2007. It caught my attention because I am studying resistance to nuclear 
miliztarization for my dissertation and I am trying to quite smoking!  
 
While it was perhaps my personal circumstance that made this ad stand out to me, I 
think it would also be effective for others.  London just banned cigarette smoking from 
pubs and restaurants in July 2007. There have been massive campaigns with 
television, billboard and bus shelter ads to help people quite smoking that frame 
cigarettes in terms of addiction. The UK has also found itself again embroiled in debate 
over building and financing nuclear weapons projects. Last year a bill passed 
supporting a huge budget for Trident nuclear submarines despite large protests. 
 
This ad brings these two things together using the very resonant and broadly 
understood image/idea of cigarette addiction as a direct metaphor for nuclear 
weapons. It captures the attention of the reader/viewer by replacing the assumed 
object (cigarettes) with a different political object (nuclear weapons).  I had never 
thought of nuclear weapons as an ‘addiction’ that a country could have before. 
Whether or not this ad is meant to be taken literally, I think the responses it could 
provoke are really useful for thinking about nuclear weapon consumption as something 
that countries have now been doing for over 50 years. 
 

November 21, 2007 
 
This is an image that I made for a hand out for a workshop some friends and I were giving on 
gender, sexuality and the idea of borders. I don’t have photoshop so I just did this in paintbrush 
(old school style). I erased the man jumping over the wire from the ‘No Borders’ website and 
replaced it with this icon which often stands for queer/all gender/all sexualities. I wanted to make 
kind of a ‘solidarity’ icon – something that was clearly affiliated to the no border group but also 
brought gender and sexuality into the picture. I suppose it is somewhat like the feminist fist that 
was adapted from the black panthers which was adapted from the anarchists in the Spanish Civil 
War in the late 1930s. 


