SCL 321: Cultural Theory ~ Workshops Fall 2011

Cultural theory offers us concepts and frameworks that open up new ways of thinking about all the places, people and things around us that give our lives meaning. Thinking critically about our own cultures allows us to:

· Reflect on how we come to think, feel and talk to each other. 

· Use tools for imagining and testing out new perspectives about our lives and the lives of others. 

· Make sense of concepts and objects as varied as food, war, love and the newest cell phone model, as well as our relationships to them. 

· Ask questions to gain better understandings of our world. 

Much of the most influential cultural theory today arose from people asking questions based on their own situations and experiences. This is sometimes called 'situated knowledge' or ‘experiential knowledge’ because it comes from thinking through one’s own situation and experiences – particularly in relation to race, ethnicity, sex, gender, class, religion and other social categories. Situations and experiences also refer to our different geographic locations, migrations and national experiences.  Basically, all the things that shape what places, people and objects mean to us.  

Throughout this semester you will be asked to examine the cultures you come from and how they shape your lives and relationships to places, people and objects. Through working on this project you will engage with the theoretical readings of the course, while creating cultural theories out of your own 'situated knowledge'.

This project will consist of a number of small tasks and creative workshop assignments. These will mostly take place in class. You will sometimes be asked to read short pieces from magazines, zines, books, websites and blogs to see how other young people create cultural theory out of their own lives. You will also be asked to share your writing, to contribute materials, and to respectfully and attentively listen to your classmates.
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Workshop Schedule

Please note that these are the basic guidelines so that you can think about the day’s task in advance. If you are absent for a class you will need to get additional instructions from myself or a classmate.

WEEK 1: Introduction to cultural theory Workshops

Exercise: Listening, Learning, Collaborating

Exercise: Six Word Memoir 

For each area, respond by describing yourself using only six words. You are free to write fragmented sentences, one word descriptions followed by a period or dash, six words that mirror a grocery list, or any other format you choose as long as you use only six words. 

1)State of Being and Personal Reflection
2) Ancestral Origins
3) Ethnicity, Sexual Orientation, Age, and Gender
4) Professions
5) Spirituality and/or Religion
6) Popular/Sub Culture Labels
7) School Affiliations
8) Organizational Memberships
9) Socioeconomic Status and Residence
10) Political Affiliation

WEEK 2: What’s a Zine?

Exercise: Bring in an example of a magazine/book/newspaper that you think is particularly interesting or inspiring that touches on issues related to culture, society and identity. Be ready to offer a brief ‘show and tell’ about why you think the object you chose is interesting.

WEEK 3: What is ‘Culture’?

Exercise: Where are you from?

Write where you're from without naming a specific place (country, state, town). Instead describe the place (or places) using words for foods, aromas, music, natural elements, objects, languages, etc.

WEEK 4: Hegemony

Exercise: What does television say about home?

Choose a television show that has had an impact in your life. How is home represented and imagined on this show? Try to find a clip online to share in class. Think about how your home resembles and is different from home on television (both in the show you selected and more broadly).

WEEK 5: Race and Nation

Exercise: 'Race' in Relation

Everyone in class will be assigned a new 'identity' to imagine for themselves. A political situation will be presented to the class and you will be asked to respond from the perspective of your new identity.  

WEEK 6: Zine Workshop !
Today we will begin to decide on the design of our class zine. Roles and tasks will be assigned to the class. 
WEEK 7: Mestizo Consciousness

Exercise: Mapping My Borderlands

Draw a map (this could be a drawing or a diagram) of borderlands that you inhabit. What do you or have you come to learn about the world from these border spaces? Remember, a borderland can be between nations or neighbourhoods. It can also be between cultures, people, costumes, etc. You can draw on Bhaba’s concept of hybridity and ‘third space’ here as well. 

***WEEK 8: Fall Break***

WEEK 9: Culture and the Gendered Body I

Exercise: Meaning-full Bodies

Using the body template handout, write down words that get ‘attached’ to different parts of women’s bodies. Try to separate out or make connections between the different ways that women’s bodies get talked about (1) in your family, (2) amongst your friends, (3) in the media/mass culture. Try to use different colours or a label/key system to make these distinctions. Think about the significance of overlaps and divergences in how these meanings get attached to women’s bodies and by whom.

WEEK 10: Culture and the Gendered Body II

Exercise: What Makes a ‘Man’?

Make a list of what you consider to be the ‘cultural expectations’ of men—both positive and negative. Think about this in terms of popular stereotypes around common sayings such as ‘Boys will be boys’ and ‘What do Women Want?’ as well as around distinct cultural expectations where you are from (so if you are a Pakistani Muslim write how men in your culture(s) are expected to behave, if you are a white woman from the American South write list how men in your culture(s) are expected to behave.) Keep in mind that some items on your list will contradict each other (i.e. ‘men should be faithful’, ‘men have to spread their seed’, etc.). This is part of the exercise.

WEEK 11: Final Zine Contributions Due

· Turn in three workshop pieces that you have done to date. Two must be from weeks 2-7 and one from weeks 9-10.

· These must be digital and should be updated to include self-reflections that respond to any peer and instructor feedback received during the workshops. 

· You will also bring digital copies  of any photos, artwork or other images that you want to accompany your piece or that you would like to see included in the class zine. 

· These pieces will be reviewed by myself and your classmates. After you receive feedback, the pieces can be revised one last time before week 13. A minimum of one and maximum of three of these pieces will be included in our class portfolio. 

WEEK 12: In-class Final Project Workshops

· Bring in a digital copy of any revised pieces for the class zine.

WEEK 13: In-class Final Project Workshops

· Final drafts of the class zine will be worked on in class.
Bec Young, Las Mariposas, “…like butterflies insist on flying.”
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